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SUBJECT: New SOLAS requirements for Lifting Appliances  

REFERENCE:  

a) Resolution MSC.532(107) that introduces new SOLAS Reg II-1/3-13  
b) MSC.1/Circ.1663 Guidelines for Lifting Appliances  
c) MSC.1/Circ.1662 Guidelines for anchor Handling Winches 
d) Directive 001-2026 - Merchant Shipping (Testing of Lifting Appliances) Repeal 

Directive 2025  

TO: Ship-owners, operators, masters and officers of Antigua and Barbuda flagged 
ships, and recognized organizations. 

1. PURPOSE 
 
This Circular provides guidance on the implementation of SOLAS Regulation II-1/3-13, 
adopted by Resolution MSC.532(107), introducing statutory requirements for the testing, 
examination, certification, and maintenance of lifting appliances and anchor-handling 
winches. 
 
This Circular supersedes ILO Circular 2022-003 and establishes the applicable 
requirements for Antigua and Barbuda-flagged ships. 
  

2. APPLICATION 

This Circular applies to all Antigua and Barbuda flagged Ships. 

SOLAS Reg. II-1/3-13, applicable from the 1st of January 2026, shall apply to lifting 
appliances and anchor handling winches, and loose gears utilized with the lifting 
appliances and the anchor handling winches.  

SOLAS Reg. II-1/3-13 does not apply to: 

1. Lifting appliances on Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODUs); 
 

2. Lifting appliances used on offshore construction vessels, such as pipe/cable 
laying/repair or offshore installation vessels, including vessels for 
decommissioning work. 

 
3. integrated mechanical equipment for opening and closing hold hatch covers; 

and 
 

4. lifesaving launching appliances complying with the International Life-Saving 
Appliance (LSA) Code 

 
 

 

https://abregistry.ag/directive-001-2026-merchant-shipping-testing-of-lifting-appliances-repeal-directive-2025/
https://abregistry.ag/directive-001-2026-merchant-shipping-testing-of-lifting-appliances-repeal-directive-2025/
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Lifting appliances with SWL below 1,000 KG 

Appliances Installed Before 1 January 2026 

ADOMS, as the Flag Administration, has determined the extent the provisions of SOLAS 
Reg. II-1/3-13 paragraphs 2.1 and 2.4 apply to lifting appliances which have a safe 
working load below 1,000 kg as follows: 

Appliances with SWL < 1,000 kg installed before 1 January 2026 may continue in 
service, provided they are properly maintained and documented through the vessel’s 
Planned Maintenance System (PMS) within the Safety Management System (SMS). 
Specifically: 

1. Load testing and thorough examination should be carried out, and the SWL 
permanently marked, with documentary evidence provided no later than the 
first Cargo Ship Safety Construction renewal survey on or after 1 January 
2026 (SOLAS II-1/3-13.2.4; MSC.1/Circ.1663, 3.2.1.2). 
 

2. Existing certificates issued under another international instrument acceptable 
to the Administration, such as ILO C.152, may be maintained until their 
expiration (MSC.1/Circ.1663, 3.3.3). 

 
3. For appliances where SWL or design information is undocumented (e.g., 

manufacturer no longer exists), the test load shall be based on the SWL 
nominated by the company (Owner or Management Company) 
(MSC.1/Circ.1663, 3.2.1.6). 

 
4. Shipowners must ensure that maintenance records, inspections, and any 

repairs are current and readily available for review by ADOMS surveyors, 
Recognised Organisations (ROs), or Port State Control (PSC) authorities. 

 

Appliances Installed On or After 1 January 2026 

Appliances with SWL < 1,000 kg installed on or after 1 January 2026 must fully comply 
with SOLAS II-1/3-13 and MSC.1/Circ.1663, including:  

1. Design approval where applicable 
 

2. Load testing and thorough examination 
 

3. Certification 
 

4. Documentation and marking 
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3. BACKGROUND 
 
ILO Convention No. 152 addresses the safety of lifting appliances from an occupational 
health perspective, but its limited ratification and inconsistent application to international 
shipping left a regulatory gap. To ensure uniform global standards and effective 
oversight, SOLAS Regulation II-1/3-13 was adopted, bringing shipboard lifting 
appliances and anchor handling winches under the statutory survey and certification 
framework of SOLAS, subject to flag and port State control. 
 
The new requirements introduced in SOLAS are based on the same survey scheme of 
ILO Convention 152, with the main difference that ILO 152 covers the lifting appliances 
that are used for lifting, suspending and handling cargoes, while SOLAS regulations 
have extended the scope of application to lifting appliances such as provision crane, 
engine room crane and hose-handling crane.  
 
The SOLAS amendments fully address the subject matter covered by the Directive 001-
2022 on the Testing of Lifting Appliances which is repealed by Directive 001-2026. 
 
OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITES 
 

1. Ship-owners, operators, masters and officers of Antigua and Barbuda flagged 
ships, and recognized organizations must use the MSC.1/Circ.1663 Guidelines for 
Lifting Appliances and MSC.1/Circ.1662 Guidelines for anchor Handling Winches 
when applying SOLAS regulation II-1/3-13. 
 

2. Competent persons 
 

1. A competent person means a person possessing the knowledge and 
experience required for the performance of duties specified in these 
guidelines and acceptable as such to the Administration. This definition can 
cover a variety of persons depending on the equipment involved and the 
knowledge and experience may be obtained in a variety of ways ranging from 
thorough training by a manufacturer of equipment to “on the job” training 
provided on the vessel. A member of the crew may be a competent person 
for some equipment if they have the appropriate knowledge and experience 
for carrying out routine inspections, but possession of a certificate of 
competency (STCW) does not automatically make a crew member a 
competent person.  

 
2. The competent person should have a background, experience and training 

that is appropriate to the equipment that he is examining. On the other hand, 
for the testing or examination of complex equipment, it may be necessary to 
consider a competent person as a specialized company in that field. It is for 
owners and managers to decide the optimum competent person for any piece 
of equipment. The choice should consider the complexity of the equipment, 
the ease with which it can be examined, the experience of the person with 
that equipment and its components, the availability of any manufacturer’s 
guidance on it and any other factors that apply in choosing the competent 
person. 
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3. Surveyors employed by the authorised Recognised Organisations (ROs) will 

be regarded as “competent persons” for most appliances and all the ROs 
have expertise in certification of lifting appliances. The Recognised 
Organisations are available in many cases to undertake annual thorough 
examinations of equipment and may be engaged for that purpose and will 
often be the ones supervising testing. There are many other organizations 
and companies that will undertake annual examinations of equipment. It is 
for each owner and manager to assess the competence and ability of the 
chosen organization for the purpose, and if organizations other than the ROs 
are engaged, owners should establish that they are authorised for the 
examination of lifting appliances in their country. 

 
4. ADOMS is not required to approve “Competent Persons” and does not intend 

to undertake this work. Therefore, any company or organisation properly 
authorised in its own country may be used.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Issued by  

 
Antigua and Barbuda  

Department of Marine Services and Merchant Shipping  
(ADOMS) St. John’s 


